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Honors U.S. History Mind Map Topic 5 Section 1:

John Adams: The Second President

Directions: Use 5-1 in the textbook p. 134-143 and the lesson Prezi to create a Mind Map of John Adams.

· Start with John Adams in the center.

· Have at least five branches: you must have these five: 

1. Conflict with France
2. XYZ Affair
3. Adams avoids war
4. Virginia and Kentucky Resolution
5. Alien and Sedition Acts
John Adams (1735–1826)

Few Americans contributed more to our nation’s birth than John Adams. As patriot, leader, and thinker, the first Vice President, and the second President, Adams played a major role in launching the new United States.

Adams’s father wanted his son to be a minister. However, after graduating from Harvard College in 1755, Adams became a lawyer. In 1761, he started working with James Otis, a Boston lawyer who led the legal fight against British search warrants called writs of assistance. Through Otis and Sons of Liberty leader Samuel Adams, who was John’s cousin, he joined the patriot cause. However, Adams’s defense of British soldiers charged in the Boston Massacre in 1770 showed that he was fair and believed in the rule of law. 

In 1774, Adams represented Massachusetts at the First Continental Congress. When the Second Continental Congress formed the Continental Army in 1775, Adams suggested that George Washington lead it. The next year, Congress chose Adams, Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson, and others to draft the Declaration of Independence. 

In 1778, Congress sent Adams to France to help Franklin gain aid for the American cause. In 1783, Adams, Franklin, and John Jay negotiated the Treaty of Paris. That agreement ended the Revolution and established American independence. 

Adams stayed in Europe until 1788, getting loans and making trade agreements for the new nation. He returned to the United States, hoping for a role in the new government. With Washington the popular choice for President, Adams settled for the vice presidency. 

In 1796, Adams won the presidential election. Jefferson, Adams’s opponent, was elected Vice President. The two soon split over domestic and foreign policy issues. For a time, their friendship was broken. Then in 1800, Jefferson defeated Adams in his bid for a second term. 

Now age 65, Adams was a very old man by the standards of the time. He did not think he would have a long retirement back home in Massachusetts. However, he lived 25 more years—long enough to renew his friendship with Jefferson. He also lived to see his son, John Quincy Adams, become President. Friends again, Adams and Jefferson famously both died on July 4, 1826—the 50th anniversary of the signing of the Declaration of Independence. 

Explaining Which of Adams’s activities do you think contributed the most to establishing the nation? Explain your reasoning.  

Analyze Interactions Among Individuals, Events, and Ideas  
What events during John Adams’s presidency led to Jefferson and the Democratic Republicans winning the presidency in the Election of 1800? 
Possible Answer:

The Alien and Sedition Acts had become very unpopular, and this undermined trust in the federal government. Some states ruled that these laws were unconstitutional.
