Historic Documents

that Influenced the

American System, of
GoeVvemment



Magna Carta, 1215

+» Limited the power of the king by.
guaranteeing rights to the people.

¢ hese rights were:
— N0 CrUEll & unusuall punishment

— the right to a falr and speedy. trial by,
VOU PEELS

—the government must nave the
PEOPIES approVallter leva/ taxes



The House of Burgesses,
1619

& Written In Virginia
in 1619, the House
of Burgesses is the




The Mayflower Compact, 1620

¢ Written by the
Pilgrims when they.
landed near
Plymouth. It is a
contract off self
government Wnere
goVveRnMEnt IS
Organized fior the

Jooa o the PEOPIE:



The Fundamental Orders of
Connecticut, 1636

¢ Considered the first
ertten constltutlon

WhICh ou er@d REW.
government worked
and that the
COMMURIEY: IS Lo

Work together
» AlifethEr colonies

WillSmedelrtherr

CORSLICUCIONS JJK:‘ it



English Bill of Rights, 1689

¢ Monarchs William and
Mary of Orange agree
to allow the parliament
(people) power over the
Menarchy.

o Additional rights
gained:

— fireedom Off SpPEECH and
debpate

— N excessive balls, Fght
O PELItION eVERRIMERLT
andrarfight tertrial




The Declaration of
Independence, 1776

¢ Written by Thomas
Jefferson it is made of
three parts: a
statement of human
rights, reasons for
declaring independence
and the declaration. R\ paldy

¢ It explains: Unalienable |/ ¢" &%
rights, government 7
gets it power from the
people and people have
the right to replace bad

governments.




The Articles of Confederation,
1781

¢ Adopted at the 2nd e
Continental Congress
¢ It was a weak Lyt e
national gevernment | & Vv Y
because power . e
resided! in states

¢ Could not collect
taxes, enfiorce laws,
regulate trade or
amend the Articles




United States Constitution,
1787

¢ Adopted as a result  JEUIRAINT
of the many B
weaknesses of the |
Articles

¢ Outlines the
formation: of
government, Includes
a BillFei Rights and
PrESents a the
iederal System! of
goeverment




The Signing of the United
States Constitution




Representative Government

¢ People elect
representatives to make
laws and govern.
Elected representatives
Rave the power to pass
laws. IS POWER IS
deprived firoms the
people’s consent (Voting
representatives Who
rEPresent the Voeters
desires)).




